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Story, photos by Staff Sgt. Matthew Acosta
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On the cover

Pvt. 1st Class Justin Reyes, infantryman,
2nd Battalion, 7th Infantry
Regiment,Task Force Liberty, scans
the buildings above a city street during
a momentary pause while patroling.
The unit conducts frequent dismounted
patrols, checking on the local civilians
and small businesses around the Tikrit
area of Iraq. (Photo by Sgt. Matthew
Acosta, 22nd Mobile Public Affairs
Detachment)
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Temperature will drop,

While the heat of summer begins to
give way to autumn in Iraq, Soldiers in
Task Force Liberty look forward to a
drop-off in the daily high temperatures
of North Central Iraq.

What we do not anticipate, how-
ever, is any drop-off in our intensity or
initiative in conducting combat opera-
tions. The days and weeks ahead are
important for the Iraqi people and their
security forces. We shall remain vigi-
lant and aggressive in our operations
alongside our Iraqi army partners to
neutralize the insurgency.

The challenges of countering IEDs
and disrupting terrorist cells remain
The

insurgency will make its best effort to

across our area of operations.

derail the democratic process and in-
timidate Iraqis from participating. In
all this, they shall fail.

September marks a period of politi-
cal dialogue and discussion even as we
increase our level of activity to kill or
capture terror cells and Iraqi rejection-
ists. Even as we conduct military op-
erations, we remain outside of the po-
litical debate as Iraqis decide for them-
selves what type of government is best
for their country.

Maj. Gen. Joseph J. Taluto

No amount of insurgent activity
can alter the course that the Iraqi peo-
ple chose earlier this year. Local and
provincial governments continue to
develop and support the people while
Iraqi Security Forces grow stronger
and more capable.

We have spent the better part of
a year training and equipping our
Iraqi army partners in conducting this
counterinsurgency fight. Now is their
time to step forward to secure their
elections. Their plans and operations
orders to safeguard the upcoming ref-

not tempo

erendum vote are complete and rein-
force the Iraqi police who will secure
polling sites and the ballots.

Today, our Iraqi Security Force part-
ners conduct half of all our operations in
North Central Iraq. Whether indepen-
dent or the lead element in joint opera-
tions, we continue to see improvements
in Iraqi forces, both in their organization,
in their training and in the field.

Our role in this joint effort is clear: we
shall protect the democratic process as the
Iragi people step forward to determine
their future. We continue to hear feed-
back from our Iraqi partners that turnout
for the constitutional referendum will be
much higher than earlier this year.

Even as Task Force Liberty marks
seven months of operations in Iraq,
many of our Soldiers and units are ap-
proaching their one-year milestone for
deployment this fall. We have gained
valuable experience and skill in our job;
now is not the time for complacency.
Stay sharp and keep your edge.

Stay aggressive and we will deter
those who seek to silence the voice of
the Iraqi people.

NEVER FORGET!

Liberty 6

Fight complacency with discipline

As you read this article, many of our
Task Force Liberty units are well into
their relief in place with the unit(s) that
are replacing them as part of Operation
Iraqi Freedom V. A few units have even
already had their transfer of authority
ceremonies and are en route home.

A deliberate RIP is intended to show
the incoming unit the battle space they
will assume and how we are conducting
the fight. Whether that fight is economic,
governance, infrastructure or kinetic, our
No. 1 job is to set up the new unit for suc-
cess. A RIP is done to standard and not
to time. The left seat/tight seat ride is
our teaching method of choice. We show
the incoming unit how we accomplish or
tasks associated with our duty position
and mission, and the standards that are as-
sociated with those tasks. The new unit is
then placed into position to demonstrate
proficiency in those identified tasks. Only
after all tasks are demonstrated and per-
formed to standard by the incoming unit

Command Sgt. Maj.
Richard Fearnside

are we prepared to conduct the TOA.
This is a fluid battle space and the en-
emy changes tactics, adapts, and gives us a
new look everyday. Every Soldier is a wat-
riot! There is no Us/You. There is no reserve
vs. active duty. We will be a team all the way
through the RIP process and conduct it with

professionalism and the knowledge that has
been painfully learned over the past year.
That knowledge must and will be passed on
to the professionals that follow us.

It is a natural tendency to think about
going home during this period in our rota-
tion. This where the noncommissioned of-
ficers earn their pay and fight complacency.
Complacency leads to reduced mission fo-
cus and accidents. Statistics from previous
OIF rotations have already demonstrated
that accidents increase dramatically the last
two months prior to redeployment, and that
the most disciplined units have the greatest
success fighting complacency.

As I have said and will continue to
say, good leadership (NCOs), adher-
ence to standards, and self-discipline
(executing trained standards), tied to-
gether with good risk management
practices are our keys to fighting com-
placency and redeploying safely.

NEVER FORGET!

Liberty 7
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Major Neil Reilly, (left) 1-17 Cavalry Regiment, renders a salute to Lt.Col. Frank Muth after being awarded the Air Medal with Valor
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during an awards ceremony Aug. 30 on Foward Operating Base Mackenzie, Ad Duluiyah, Iraq.

Seven aviators awarded Air Medal with Valor

Story, photos by Pfc. Lamar Dancil
22d Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

FORWARD OPERATING BASE MACKENZIE, Iraq- The day
marked a monumental moment for seven aviators of the 1°* Squad-

ron, 17* Cavalry Regiment.

Seven aviators were awarded the Air Medal with Valor during a
ceremony Aug. 30 at Forward Operating Base Mackenzie for their
actions while under fire and in direct enemy contact.

Major Neil A. Reilly, Capt. Andrew Byer, Capt. Ben Boardman,
Chief Warrant Officer 3 Lee Conley, Chief Warrant Officer 3 James
McDaniel and Chief Warrant Officer 2 Robert L. Moody were hon-
ored for their actions April 4.

When looking back at the turn of events, McDaniel, commander of
Company D, Air Mission Control, 82 Aviation Brigade said, “ground
troops were already pinned down; I remembered hearing shots being
fired (at the ground troops) as we received the ‘troops in contact call.”

When they arrived on the scene, Iraqi army and Coalition troops
were pinned down and receiving heavy fire, McDaniel said.

Boardman, of Troop D, 1-17 Cav, and native of Knoxville,
Tenn., said “there was already a (Cav) team that had taken the initial
responding call. They had went to “Winchester or Black’ (all ammo
and supplies had been depleted) and it took approximately 20 to 30
minutes to respond.”

While en route, medical evacuation and other strategic plans
started taking place to help the ground forces break contact with the
enemy so the reconsolidated team could take over, Boardman said.

He said he recalled a large number of Iraqi army troops fighting

alongside Coalition Forces, willing to be led by U.S. troops to reach
a common goal.

When asked what went through his mind during the heat of battle,
Byer said, “Nothing goes through your mind because you don’t think
about it. At the time everything is going too fast. Even when we act on
a routine training mission we take advantage of opportunity training,
So when you get the opportunity to put your training into effect, it is
rote memory by then because you have done it so many times.”

Chief Warrant Officer 4 Mark Martin, native of Galax, Va., was
the seventh awarded the Air Medal with Valor for his actions on
May 8, during the “Mothers Day Battle.”

Martin was the air mission commander directing actions of his
team as well as calling in all close supporting air strikes. During
the battle Martin and his team responded to ground troops coming
under fire by terrorists along the Tigris River.

During the 4-hour long battle, the team had to leave several
times to refuel and rearm the aircraft.

Martin said one of the factors that made the battle significant
was the U.S. Marine Corps F-18 Hornet jets and U.S. Air Force F-16
Falcon jets, as well as combined ground forces, fought together and
not one aircraft was lost during the 4-hour long engagement.

Byer best summed up how it felt to be awarded these medals
when he said “it felt odd getting recognized, it was something that
I was uncomfortable with. 'm uncomfortable because there are 60
other pilots in my unit that do the same thing, they answer the same
radio calls, fly through the same hot spots and I would have loved
to see them get recognized as I did”. ~
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Securing Tampa ﬁmm IED threat

Story, photos by
Staff Sgt. Matthew Acosta
22nd Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

FORWARD OPERATING BASE
PALIWODA, Balad, Iraq- Although
the Iraqi army is well on its way to tak-

ing responsibility for the security of the
area around Forward Operating Base
Paliwoda, Coalition Forces are still
patrolling Main Supply Route Tampa
and the surrounding areas, keeping the
roads open for Coalition travel.

Every day, Soldiers of Combat
Troop, 5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry, 1st
Brigade Combat Team, Task Force Lib-
erty, mount trucks and set out to check
roads and set up obsetrvation posts, with
or without the assistance of the Iraqi
army.

“We try to utilize the Iraqi soldiers
as much as possible, taking them out

on patrol and sitting back while they Sergeant Lucas Wolfe, gunner, 5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry, Task Force Liberty, scans the

do most of the work leading the pa-

horizon while manning an observation post in Balad. The unit uses the area for overwatch

trol and clearing the MSR and other on a road frequently used by insurgents who place improvised explosive devices.

known (improvised explosive device)
sites,” said Staff Sgt. Derrick White, dis-
mount patrol commander, Troop C, 5-7.
“But whether we have them or not, we still
need to go out and make sure the roads
around here are cleat.

“Sometimes the Iraqi soldiers are busy
raiding a nearby village or patrolling other
problematic areas and they can’t go out with
us so we go without them,” said White.

Although the roads are patrolled several
times a day by the Soldiers, the IED threat

remains at an elevated level.

The IED attack that destroyed a Bradley
Fighting Vehicle was on a road infamous for
IED attacks against the Coalition Forces.
White’s platoon regularly sets up observa-
tion posts around the area looking for suspi-
cious activity.

“We use the highest site in the area for
an observation post,” White said. “From
here we can see into different sections of
the area we’re responsible for covering, and

An Iraqi soldier from 3rd Battalion, 1st Brigade, 4th Division, checks
a man’s identification at a traffic checkpoint in Balad.

if we can see that
far, we can shoot
that far too.”
Besides
servation

ob-
posts,
the Soldiers con-
ducted

random

several
vehicle
inspections  and
one deliberate in-
spection.

“The last few
times we were
hit with an IED,

there have been

reports by more
than one person
of a pink-colored
vehicle fleeing the

scene at a high rate of speed,” said White.
“This is the only pink car in Balad.”

White carefully approached the driver
and asked his business in the area.

The driver of the vehicle told White he
lives on the other side of Balad and knew
nothing about the IEDs.

White let him go with a warning after
thoroughly searching his vehicle.

“It just seems so odd that every time we
get hit, there’s a mention of a pink car in the
area,” he said. “Pink is just not that popular
heteg

While the Soldiers are out on patrol,
they are made aware of intelligence reports
that may come in as the patrol is out clearing
the streets.

White said they get calls on the radio
telling them to keep an eye out for specific
makes and models and colors of suspicious
vehicles.

From now on, White said, whenever
they see the pink taxi, the driver is going
to be pulled over and searched, especially if
there’s an explosion in the area.

Until the Iraqi army takes complete con-
trol of the road and MSR security around
FOB Paliwoda, Coalition Forces will con-
tinue to patrol the streets looking for those
who may plant IEDs or drive pink taxis.



Rainbow Reveille

7 September 2005

Task Force scores with soccer glveaway

Story, photos by Staff Sgt. Matthew Acosta
22nd Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

ORWARD OPERATING BASE DAN-
FGER, Tikrit, Irag- Gone are the days when a

military force would invade another country,
devastate it, leave it in ruins, and abandon the life-
less aftermath to an uncertain future.

Today, there are many aspects of fighting a mod-
ern-day war; one of those is to help rebuild what was
damaged in the conflict. Coalition Forces are now
focusing on rebuilding Iraq, a country plagued by
years of war and political and economic untrest, de-
spite still waging war n terrorists.

Besides construction projects and economic in-
frastructure reorganization, some programs exist to
help one of the most unimportant important activi-
ties in Iraq -- soccer.

“Besides combat operations, another part of re-
building Iraq is to give attention to Iraq’s youth ser-
vices and organizations,” said Lt. Col. Todd Wood,
commander, 2nd Battalion, 7th Infantry, Task Force

Liberty. “Soccer is the national sport here and it’s very important to

these people.”

The previous civil affairs unit had started donating money to a
local soccer stadium in Tikrit for refurbishment and maintenance.

However, seeing the Salah

A goal is scored by an Iraqi soccer player during a game using the new uniforms
distributed by Task Force Liberty Soldiers. The uniforms were purchased with
money donated by a private American business.

the stadium to see the massive amount of newly purchased soccer
gear stacked in boxes along the sideline of the playing field.
As part of the ceremony, two teams from the league were is-
sued their uniforms early and played a soccer game using the newly
acquired gear.

Ad Din Provincial Soccer
League struggling to main-
tain as a functioning league,
the incoming civil affairs unit
decided to “get the ball roll-
ing” for them, a civil affairs
officer said.

“Things weren’t going

so well for the existing soc-
cer league here.” said Capt.
Christopher Ortega, civil af-
fairs officer, 2-7. “So we de-
cided to use money donated
from a private American
business to purchase thou-
sands of dollars worth of of-
ficial uniforms and distribute
them to the 25 soccer teams
in the provincial league, to
give them a jumpstart.”

The civil affairs team
coordinated the purchasing
of uniforms and equipment
through a supplier in Bagh-
dad, and distributed them to
the teams at a ceremony held
at the Al Alam Soccer Sta-
dium in Tikrit Aug. 17.

Crowds gathered around

Soldiers from 2nd Battalion, 7th Infantry, Task Force
Liberty, unload soccer uniforms and equipment from a truck
to distribute to young Iraqi men and boys who play on teams
in a league sponsored by local Iraqi Security Forces.

Wood said it was great to see the
Iraqis play the game in high-quality, of-
ficial uniforms they normally might not
have.

After the match, the team managers
and sponsors lined up to get their team’s
gear -- complete uniforms to include
soccer balls, soccer shoes, towels and
gear bags.

“To see the excitement and appre-
ciation on their faces as they played the
game just made me feel good being a
part of it,” said Spc. Daniel Sterett, civil
affairs, 2-7. “It also felt good knowing
we gave (the children) something to do
to get them off the streets and maybe
inspired them to set goals for them-

selves.”

Ortega said the entire league is Iragi-
run and they are confident the league
will function as planned with their newly
equipped teams.

“If we keep the kids off the streets by
keeping them occupied and happy doing
something they love,” said Spc. Charles
Richardson, civil affairs, 2-7, “then there
is less of a chance they will end up do-
ing bad things in town or getting into
trouble.” 7
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laser-guided, high explosive, anti-tank
warhead over 30 kilometers, the area of
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Massey said once the FDC gets a request for fire, using the
targeting computer and database, it relays the fire coordinates,
specifies the particular round and powdet charge to the gun’s
computer through a satellite link, which is confirmed by the

gun’s crew, then the howitzer is fired.

Whether they receive a call for fire support to suppress an
insurgent attack, return incoming fire or to fire illumination
flares to aid in night combat operations, the ctew responds
within a moments notice.

—
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Private Ist Class Andrew Ponton, field artillery cannon
crewmember, 1st Battalion, 41st Field Artillery, 1st Brigade
Combat Team, Task Force Liberty, restocks the Paladin’s powder.
storage container with a “red bag,” one of the more powerful
charges the Howitzer fires.
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Specialist Jose Cintron, 918th Military Police Company, Task Force Li
a detainee before being transported to another Coalition base.

Specialist Jose Castro, 918th Military Police Company, Task Force
Liberty, sifts through the belongings of an Iraqi prisoner’s while
searching for evidence.

A military police officer checks the flexcuffs on a detainee.

Specialist Amado Carrasquillo, 918th Military Police Company, Task
checks detainees’ identification before they can be transported.
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berty, searches

Force Liberty,

Story, photos

by Spc. Adam Phelps
22nd Mobile Public
Affairs Detachment

ORWARD OPERATING
F BASE DANGER, Tikrit, Iraq
— Task Force Liberty Soldiers
work to make Iraq’s streets a safer

place by getting the criminals and
terrorists off of the streets.

Military police from the 42nd In-
fantry Division also conduct cordon
and searches and transport prisoners
between detention facilities in the
Task Force Liberty area of opera-
tions.

“Getting off the
streets does a lot for American forc-

these guys

es over here and the Iraqi people feel
safer that these guys aren’t out plant-
ing improvised explosive devices or
shooting AK-47s,” said Spc. James
McGurn, gunner, 42nd Military Po-
lice Company, and a native of Sche-
nectady, N.Y.

Putting these guys in custody
helps protect more than the Coali-
tion Forces, said the task force pro-
vost marshal.

“Were not just making it safer for
the Soldiers, were making it safer for
Iraq,” said Lt. Col Joseph Ricchiazzi,
42nd ID provost marshal and senior
law enforcement advisor to the Task
Force Liberty commander. “When a
terrorist pulls a vehicle-borne impro-
vised explosive device in the middle
of a market they don’t hurta U.S. Sol-
dier, their hurting Iraqis. Were mak-
ing Iraqis feel safer. The Iraqi people
want to see law enforcement working

here. They understand law enforcement
and how important it is to society.”

Once suspected bad guys have been
caught, the Soldiers of the 42nd MP Co.
must still protect them while they are
under Coalition control.

“Once they’re in our custody it’s
said McGurn.
can’t protect themselves against

our job to protect them,”
“They
the IEDs or small arms fire, so it’s our
job to get them from the detention facil-
ity to Abu Ghraib.”

The MPs must also make sure the
detainees are treated correctly while
they are under their control, Ricchiazzi
said.

“We have a duty and responsibil-
ity to make sure all people detained by

rive to keep terrorists

the streets

“We started out slow but day by
day we are learning more and be-
coming prepared to take 42nd ID’s
place,” said Sgt. Julio Tores, 918th
Military Police Company, from San
Juan, Puerto Rico.

“The Puerto Rican unit is com-
ing on strong after a slow start with
Ricchiazzi said. “They
put the unit together from pieces

mobilizing,”

of other units but they are coming
along. They are a very good unit, the
longer they’re here the better they’re
getting.”

ven though the 42nd ID mili-
tary police are from several
states they still work together

and do their best, Ricchiazzi said.

Coalition “The 42nd
forces are MPs are a unit
;Z?;d :r‘; " Were nOtjUSt ls\fl)ilstsalclﬁ s::tzr

y . . u ,
with digni- ~ Making it safer for the  ~cv  jersey,
ty and e Soldiers, were making Nec\lv Yoﬂ;,”
spect,” sai - sai Ricchi-
tEe Buf- it safer for Iraq' i azzi. “They are
falo, N.Y., all performing
native. Lt. Col. Joseph Ricchiazzi well, and rep-
“By taking senior law enforcement advisor resenting their
them down 42nd Infantry Division states very well
o Abu Provost Marshal Office and Tm  very
Ghraib in proud of how

humane
fashion and timely method we show
that we are committed to taking care of
them.”
( : atching suspected terrorists and
transporting them is only a part
of the job the 42nd MP’s are do-

ing. They are also training replacements
to do their job, one MP said.

they’re doing.”

One of the biggest rewards the
MPs are getting is seeing the fruits of
their labor.

“A lot of people out here don’t
see what Soldiers do,” McGurn said.
“We see the results of the work we do
and feel we are making a difference

here.” 7
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Story, photos by Staff Sgt. Matthew Acosta
22nd Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

FORWARD OPERATING BASE PALIWODA, Balad, Iraq- Re-
cently units in the Iraqi army have started taking over the role of
Coalition Forces by spearheading operations.

Using its intelligence assets to gather information, Company D,
3rd Battalion, 1st Brigade, 4th Division, is now planning, rehearsing
and executing missions with little or no Coalition Forces help.

“They are almost completely independent of our support,” said
Capt. Phillip Poteet, commander, Troop C, 5th Battalion, 7th Cav-
alry, 1st Brigade Combat Team, Task Force Liberty. ““The only rea-
son we’re there is to coordinate air medical evacuations in case the
event arises and to ensure quality control.”

The Iraqi army does have medical vehicles available to them,
Poteet said, but since Coalition medical technology is better and

Rainbow Reveille

more effective he makes it available to the Iraqi soldiers if needed.

“Other than that, these (Iraqi soldiers) gather intelligence, plan
and conduct the missions flawlessly at times,” Poteet said.

During a mission Aug. 26, Company D soldiers raided a small
village outside Balad that yielded three men suspected for operating
an improvised explosive device-making cell.

“By the time I had gotten out of my vehicle and walked up to
the objective, these guys had all the males rounded up outside in the
front yard, searched the men and had them lying face down, with
their target already identified,” Poteet said.

The efficiency level they operate at is a tremendous improve-
ment since last year, he added.

“After the mission I gathered with my men and talked about it,”
said Capt. Ahmed Hikmet Abdul-Jabar, Co. D commander. “They
told me that we should do missions like that everyday and they atre
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“It's good for the
people because they
feel safe knowing the

Iraqi army is here

making them safe.”

Capt. Ahmed Hikmet Abdul-Jabar
commander

Company D, 3rd Battalion,

3rd Brigade, 4th Division, Iraqi army

Iraqi army soldiers from Company D, 3rd Battalion, 1st Brigade, 4th Division, carefully
search an Iraqi household, near Balad, looking for bomb-making materials.

proud to be taking bad guys off the streets.” of us.”
Although the Coalition Forces have newer technology than This fearlessness is shared by the locals and those who vow to
their Iraqi counterparts do, there is something the Coalition Forc-  protect them.

es lack. “When my men wear this uniform, working
“Because the Iragi army lives / on patrols and raids they are not afraid of any-

here they can talk to the locals bet- thing,” said Ahmed.

ter than we can, therefore they have “(Coalition Soldiers) taught us everything

better intelligence gathering capa- they know about moving with the squads and se-

bilities when talking to people on
the street,” Poteet said. “They know
when they’re being lied to, and they

curity around objectives, and when we do it, we
do it well,” Ahmed added.

Since the training started, the Iraqi soldiers
know how to use informants and have made advances in their proficiency, mov-
can use them more effectively than ing toward the eventual goal of assuming total
we can.” responsibility for security in Iraq.

“I'm really proud of them for the job they
utilize the locals for better “street Soldiers from Company D, 3rd Battalion, 1st have been doing, and it’s an honor to sit back and
knowledge” than Coalition Forces, Brigade, 4th Division, search cabinets during a Watch them execute the mission they planned and
is because they are trusted mote pight raid on a house in Balad, Iraq. The Iraqi tescarched,” Poteet said. “They receive the train-
since they are part of the commu- soldiers were looking for materials used to make ing very well and apply it to the missions they
nity, whereas the Coalition Soldiers improvised explosive devices. execute.
are foreigners. “They are making great strides in taking over

“It’s good for the people because they feel safe knowing the Iraqi  the responsibilities of these operations and the security of this coun-
army is here making them safe,” said Ahmed. “Sometimes they are  try. The more they do, the less we have to do, which also gives my guys

scared by the American Army but we live here and they are not afraid  a chance to rest and breathe easy.”

Poteet said one reason they can
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Private Ist Class Kenith Kinna, infantryman, 5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry, Task Force Liberty, watches the people of Balad while
manning his M-240B machine gun, during a patrol of the city center.

k o~ .

Captain Mark Varga, (center) discusses a new police checkpoint project with Lt. Col.
Jody Petery, (left) commander, 5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry, Task Force Liberty, and
the Balad police chief (right).

5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry, Task Force Liberty,
keeps a look out while pulling security in the
city of Balad, Iraq.
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Task Force 5-7 patrols polling places,
new police checkpoints in hot spots

Story, photos by Staff Sgt. Matthew Acosta
22nd Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

FORWARD OPERATING BASE PALIWODA, Balad, Iraq- As
the Iraqi army and police forces continue to take charge, constant

Coalition Forces patrols are still crucial in protecting the develop-
ment of Iraq and its security forces.

These patrols show a presence of mili-
tary power and law enforcement for Coali-
tion Forces as well as the Iraqi police.

“Our patrols are conducted with the
Iraqi police and army to show the Iraqis they
are capable of enforcing the same law and
order we enforce,” said Cpl. Robert Miller,
infantryman, 5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry, 1st
Brigade Combat Team, Task Force Liberty.
“When we go out with them and let them
take charge, it shows the people that we re-
spect them as a security force, and in return,
the people respect them more.”

One step in handing control of the
roads to the Iraqi police is to build police
checkpoints at strategic or problematic areas
where there may be high insurgent activity.

Miller said before they couldn’t tell the
police apart from the everyday citizens be-
cause they had no uniforms, but now they
have uniforms, and are building police check-
point facilities that have enough rooms for
them to work in as well as sleeping quarters.

Months of training, supervision and sup-
port shaped the police force into a more professional security element.

“Now these guys have so much pride in themselves and what they’re
doing here,” said Sgt. Timothy Gardner, infantryman, 5-7. “You can to-
tally see the difference in their performance from several months ago.”

Gardner said the police take their jobs seriously, especially since
they got uniforms and actual checkpoints instead of just a shack on
the side of the road.

“It gives them motivation and purpose,” he said.

Although many of the policemen are taking law enforcement
more seriously, there are still some who may “look the other way”
when a small crime is being committed, said Lt. Col. Jody Petery,
commander, 5-7.

Corporal Alexis Beatles, infantryman, 5th
Battalion, 7th Cavalry, Task Force Liberty,
guards the commander of the cavalry unit, Lt.
Col. Jody Petery, while he discusses city projects
with the Balad police chief and a local Iraqi
army troop commander.

“People are selling propane on the side of the road, maybe one
of two containers to survive, but the fact of the matter is that selling
fuel outside a gas station is illegal,” said Petery. “If we give the ap-
pearance that small crimes are OK then we will never take complete
control of the crime situation.”

Several people were caught stealing
fuel from a broken pipeline earlier this
month, said Petery.

“What we need to do is let these
officers know the Iraqi government is
losing $4 million dollars every day be-
cause of fuel theft and illegal sales. With
this money we could easily buy 20 or 30
new police vehicles and build multiple
checkpoints.”

According to Petery, insurgents will
damage the pipeline, causing delays in
Irag’s economic development. When
the fuel leaks out other Iraqis collect it
and use it or try to sell it.

“We can’t look the other way on
this, it’s a growing problem,” Petery
said. “These people need to be arrested
and jailed for their crimes. Just because
they aren’t the ones who damage the
pipeline, they are still stealing from the
government and it needs to stop.

“If the police let them get away with
it, they should be the ones arrested be-
cause they are allowing this by not doing
something to stop it,” Petery added. “We need to be stern with this.”

Miller said when the Iraqi policemen are confronted with some-
thing they have never encountered before or something where they
don’t know how to react, they quickly adapt to the situation with a
little help from the Coalition Forces.

“If they don’t understand something or know what to do, we show
them how to handle a situation, and they pick it up real fast,” said Miller.

“There’s no doubt in my mind these guys will be fine when we
finally turn (Balad) over to them entirely,” Miller said. “They learn
more everyday and are more proficient at what they are doing, it’s
just a matter of time before we finally step back and leave their city
in their hands.”
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Coaltion Soldiers train ‘brothers in blue’

Story, photos by Spc. Adam Phelps
22" Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

FORWARD OPERATING BASE DAN-
GER, Tikrit, Iraq — Task Force Liberty Sol-
diers constantly work to better train their
brothers in blue to take over when Coalition
Forces withdraw from Iraq.

Infantrymen with 1% Battalion, 112
Infantry, trained some of Iraq’s Provincial
High Crimes unit officers Aug. 24, in Ti-
krit, Iraq, to properly search buildings when
looking for some of Iraq’s high target people
wanted by Coalition and Iraqi forces.

“We will control everything here if we
continue to get more training, more informa-
tion on how to do the missions and do our
job the right way,” said Capt. Ishmael Mu-
hammed, PHC unit commander in Tikrit.

The members of the PHC unit are eager to
learn what they can in order to perform their
missions better, a Coalition Soldier said.

“I think they’re getting there,” said Staff
Sgt. Robert Young, a police liaison with Com-
pany A, 1-112, and native of Monaca, Penn.
“The motivation is there with a lot of the Iraq-
is. For now they still need our help, but in time
I believe they will function quite well.”

The training that the 1-112% is giving the
PHC unit is set up to simulate a real mission.

“Their missions atre to conduct raids for

high-value targets — people wanted by Coali-
tion Forces and Iraqi forces,” Young said.
“This prepares them to go out and conduct
these missions a little more safely and be
more effective to accomplish their mission.”

Iraqi forces find the training contributes
to obtaining their ob]ccm es, Mu-
hammed said. -

“The training is very
useful for us because
we get more infor-
mation on how to
treat the people
and on how to _
deal with the *
terrorists  and
also how to deal
with problems around
our sectotr and out commu-
nity,” he said.

Young said one of the rea-
sons his unitis successful train-
ing Iraqi police is the Soldiers’
work in the civilian world.

“One thing that really helps
is 'm a civilian police officer at
home and T introduce
myself that way to these
guys so I think they find
that common bond in
policemen all over the

——-

4

§

Specialist Timmothy Byers (left) and
Spc. Justin Wilcox (right) demonstrate
how to enter a room and properly secure
it and take down enemy targets.
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world,” he said. “They understand I'm here to
help a brother in blue. They are very receptive
to that rather than a normal Coalition Soldier.”
This training will also help Iraqi forces
train themselves and spread what they have
learned, Muhammed said.
“The training helps me
out a lot because by this
T’ll be able to give the
training to my guys
anytime 1 want,”
he said. “I will be
able to train other
people from other
¥ depattments, and
that will help us out
a lot to control our
situation.”
said  that
training the Iraqi police

Young

force in better tactics is
one of the most important
). missions in Iraq.
“I believe it’s the most im-
; portant in Iraq at this time,”
he said. “Nobody wants to see
the Iraqi army pa-
trolling the streets of
Tikrit or anywhere
else in Iraq, that’s a
policeman’s job.” I7d

Staff Sgt. Robert Young, 1-112 Infantry, guides members of the Provincial High Crimes unit as they train to take on enemy targets.
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Soldiers give children inflatable toy,
talk with locals while patroling for IEDs

Story, phots by Maj. Chris Belcher
22nd Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

ORWARD OPERATING
BASE PALIWODA, Balad, Iraq

— They’te out there everyday

along Main Supply Route Tampa in the
searing heat, waiting and watching as
Coalition Forces convoys move along
the route.

They’re not terrorists, they’re Sol-
diers from Troop B, 5th Battalion, 7th
Cavalry, and their mission is to patrol
the main supply route looking for im-
provised explosive devices and their
makers, and maintaining a military
presence near the village of Ishaki,
Iraq, to keep the MSR safe.

With the temperature more than
120 degrees inside the Humvees, the
Soldiers outside prepare to leave the
forward operating base for the after-
noon. They move around in the heat loading ice into coolers
for their bottles of water, mounting machine guns in turrets
and preparing the vehicles to roll out the gate.

First Lt. Jon Dower, platoon leader, Troop B, walked up
and began his patrol briefing. He covered curtrent terrorist tac-
tics, the patrol route and the planned observation posts along
the route.

The briefing over, Sol-
diers walked to their as-
signed vehicles, got in and
the patrol moved from the
“ready line” down a short
road and out the gate of the
FOB.

The heat would be a con-
stant companion as the patrol
moved up the MSR and into
its first OP near the village
of Ishaki.

ower and “Jack,)”
an Iraqi interpreter,
talked to several

families along the route.
“We ask about schools,
water quality,” Dower said.
“We ask if they’ve seen any-
one placing IEDs.”
The Soldiers also intet-
acted with the children at the

Sergeant Jason Gamble, squad leader, Troop B, 5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry, inflates a toy
for Iraqi children at a house near the village of Ishaki, Iraq, Aug. 28.

soccer ball back for one family’s children. At one house, the

children seem glad to see the Soldiers, while playing with an

inflatable kite they were given. Their laughter rings out over
the desert as they chase the floating black toy around the dirt
yard.

While the children play, the adults talk to Dower.

“Sometimes, they want to talk to
you,” he said.

T he Soldiers ask if the occupants of
the house have seen anyone com-
ing by and placing IEDs along

the road, but the adults reply to them

saying the terrorists use many roads and
that they “haven’t seen anything.”

As the patrol headed away from the
houses and back down the MSR towards
FOB Paliwoda, Dower said “it was a
good day because they didn’t encounter
any IEDs.

“It’s a better day if you find an IED
before it (detonates),” he added. “You
can’t expect that every day.”

Dower said it was a good patrol be-
cause of the “positive encounter” with
the people they met.

It was the end of a normal patrol for
Red Platoon, the Soldiers had cleared
the MSR, talked to the locals and now
they were back on the FOB where their

houses, giving them candy Iragqi children play with an inflatable toy given to them  job is to prepare to do it again tomor-
and promising to bring a by Soldiers from Troop B, 5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry.  row. ~
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Specialist Christian Hardwick, medic, Headquarters and Headquarters Troop, 5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry, Task Force Liberty, demonstrates
the proper procedures and placements of hands for effective chest compressions during a CPR class for the Iraqi soldiers.

Coalition teaches Iraqis medical skills

Story, photos by Staff Sgt. Matthew Acosta
22nd Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

FORWARD OPERATING BASE PALIWODA,
Balad, Iraq- Medical support for soldiers with boots
on the ground is a critical part in waging war.

As Iraqi troops take over the role of conducting
combat operations and raids, they must also step
up to the role of providing their soldiers with the
proper medical support, whether the routine sick-
call patient or a wounded soldier with traumatic
injuries.

Equipping the Iraqi army with medical personnel
requires training from Coalition Soldiers who possess
the ability to bridge the gaps in technology, language
and customs between Coalition Forces and the Iraqi
army.

“Right now Iraq’s emergency medical system is in
the process of being stood up,” said Cpl. Slade De-

Iraqi soldiers practice the fireman’s carry during a combat life saver course
taught by Coalition and Iraqi army medics.

ister, medical supply noncommissioned officer, Headquarters and Although the Coalition Forces are helping to set up the emer-
Headquarters Troop, 5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry, Task Force Lib-  gency medical system and treating Iraqis for medical related issues,
erty. “We’re helping them as much as we can to treat both their they have started to turn away people and soldiers from coming to

military and civilian casualties and their sick.”

the Coalition base gate for free medical heath care and divert them
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to the hospital in Balad.

“Sometimes it breaks my heart to see
someone in extreme pain, only to tell
them they need to go to the hospital in
Balad for treatment,” said Spc. Dominic
Italiano, medic and combat life saver in-
structor, 5-7. “But if we don’t turn them
away, they’ll just keep coming here for
treatment for the most minor injuries to
life-threatening traumatic wounds.

“But obviously, if it’s life threatening then
we do what we can for the patient. Otherwise,
we send them down the road,” he added.

Since the Iraqi army is moving to take
over combat operations in the area, Italiano
said the decision was made to start training
some Iraqi soldiers in first aid, starting with
the combat life saver course.

“The Soldiers attend a three-day course
learning the basics of first aid,” Italiano said.
“They get instruction in bandaging, splint-
ing, checking for pulse and breathing, how
and when to give (intravenous injections),
how to assess a casualty and the fireman’s
carry, to name a few.”

He said many of them receive the train-
ing well and out of those who can read and
write, a select few are sent for further train-
ing as medical personnel in Taji and Tikrit
medical facilities.

Training the Iraqi soldiers hasn’t been
without its share of challenges.

“In the beginning we used slides with
words on it, but since many Iraqi Soldiers
can’t even read, it didn’t work as well as we
had planned,” Deister said. “So we decided
to use interpreters to help train the class ex-
plaining everything we say into Arabic which
works well.

“Then we decided to put the Iraqi unit’s
medics to work helping us train these sol-
diers, integrating them into the training,”
he added.

Since they started incorporating the Iragi
medics into the training, the soldiers have
been able to learn at a much faster rate and
retain more knowledge when they take the
final exam, Italiano said.

“Their customs also differ from ours in a sense when we
need medical care we get it,” said Italiano. “But they think if
Allah wants them to live, he will save them. So sometimes, it’s
a bit difficult to get them to the point where they will treat
each other if needed without worrying about ‘Godly repercus-
sions.’

“There have been soldiers who have thrown-up while get-
ting I'Vs because the thought of not knowing if they are going
against their own beliefs makes them physically sick,” he add-
ed. “Treating them and training them is a challenge, but we’ve
got it now, and they’re doing just fine with it.”

An Iraqi soldier practices sticking veins with an intravenous injection, during combat
life saver training. Skin and veins are simulated by using clear IV tubing under stretched
rubber sheets taped to a table to practice before using real IVs on soldiers.

Deister said the ultimate goal was to get the Iraqi army to stop
relying on Coalition Forces for medical support. The Iraqi army
already has a medical supply system in place, with a constantly
growing inventory.

“They need to realize we’re not going to be here forever to help
them,” said Italiano.

The Iraqi medics can effectively treat many injuries they en-
counter while out on patrol and raids, so the Coalition Forces do
not have to worry about using all their supplies on them, Desiter
said.

“Because we have our Soldiers to worty about,” he added. f#
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restless city

Company B, 3rd Battalion,
69th Armor, keeps watch from
observation posts across Samarra

Spc. Jimmy D. Lane Jr.
1st BCT PAO

FORWARD OPERATING BASE SPEICHER, Tikrit, Iraq --
Soldiers stationed in the city of Samarra, Iraq, see action almost
daily. Within the city limits, Company A and Company B of 3rd
Battalion, 69th Armor Regiment, stationed at Patrol Base Uvanni,
set up observation posts. From these OPs they watch for insur-
gent activity and try to make the streets of Samarra safer for its
citizens.

There is one Soldier to about every 300 people in Samarra. Sa-
marra is a city where chaos is a daily thing, and Soldiers have to be
ready for anything.

“There are two companies, or about 300, men in a city of about
100,000 people,” said Pvt. Jeramiah Johnston, a Co. B, 3-69 Armor,
squad automatic weapon gunner from Carrolltown, Pa. “A normal  you are doing until 10 minutes before you do it.”
day around here is really not so normal. You never really know what “We wake up every morning expecting to get shot at,” said Pfc.
David Campbell, a Co. B, 3-69 Armor, grenadier from
Tampa, Fla. “I wouldn’t put that on any man. It was

Specialist Shim Welch, a Company B, 3rd Battalion,69th Armor Regimen:
city of Samarra from a rooftop. His unit is tasked with watching over the

scary when we first got here, but as time goes by it gets
easier to deal with.”

Many of the Soldiers were fearful of what was ahead
when they first arrived at Uvanni. After dealing with a
few extreme situations, their job got easier for them to
perform.

“When I first got here my biggest fear was that I
wouldn’t measure up to what I was called to do,” said
Pfc. Terry Hees, a Co. B, 3-69 Armor, assistant gunner
from Eldon, Mo. “A perfect example of handling this
was when I did first aid on a buddy who got shot. I also
had a fear of dying. Now I only see it as the highest
honor to give that sacrifice.”

The Soldiers who man the OPs knew they wanted
to do this kind of work, even before they joined the
Army

“Honestly this is something I always wanted to do,
since I was a little kid,” said Spc. Shim Welch, a Co. B,
Specialist Shim Welch, a Company B, 3rd Battalion, 69th Armor Regiment,  3-69 Armort, team leader from Asheville N.C. “My dad
team leader, tells Pfc. David Campbell, a Co. B grenadier, where to fire his  was infantry in the Army, and I wanted to be like him.”
M-203 grenade launcher during an Aug. 27 firefight in Samarra. “I signed up knowing what I was going to do,” Camp-
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Private Jeremiah Johnson, a Company B, 3rd Battalion,
69th Armor Regiment, squad automatic weapon gunner from
Carrolltown, Pa., watches a street in Samarra from a rooftop

The Soldiers who work fighting the insurgency in Samarra say
one of the most important things about the job is the Soldiers they
work with.

“There’s a special bond between me and the guys I work with,”
Campbell said. “Once that bond is there, you can’t break it.”

“PIm just doing for my buddies what any of them would do for
me,” Johnston said. “Doing the job together with them makes it not
so bad. I wouldn’t want to be out here with anybody else.”

While danger and chaos are a daily part of the Soldiers’ jobs,
they do have the bigger picture in mind; keeping the streets of Sa-
marra and its citizens safe.

“Basically our job here is to locate and root out the enemy and
protect the citizens of Samarra so they can have a little taste of free-
dom,” Johnston said.

The Soldiers feel differently about the citizens of Samarra who
are just trying to live in peace.

“The people here in Samarra, they’re not bad people,” Welch
said. “They’re just trying to get by. They want to see us get the ter-

, team leader and a native of Asheville, N.C., watches the sun rise over the

restless city. : - i
rorists as bad as we do. Their lives are miserable because of the

bell said. “It’s my job, and I love every minute of it.” insurgent activity here.”
Hees said he wanted to be in the military his whole life. He said ‘We're trying to give them a better place to live,” Campbell said.
there are many rewards for facing the dangers he does every day. “We want them to see that Saddam (Hussein) is gone and they don’t
“There are very few jobs where you get to save somebody from  have to be afraid anymore.”
tyranny or even save their lives. That is the ultimate reward from “We are trying to show the people that they can enjoy their lives
God for doing what he called me to do,” Hees said. and live them to the fullest,” Hees said. “They don’t have to live in

fear if they have a sound government.”
Those stationed at PB Uvanni and working in Samarra face oth-
er challenges than just the insurgency.

“The biggest challenge to being out here everyday is battling
complacency,” Welch said. “Every day youre out in the heat, just
working all the time, and after so many hours it makes it hard not to
want to cut corners.”

“The heat is amazing,” Johnston said. “I checked the wet bulb
the other day it was like 151 degrees outside.”

Becoming complacent can be dangerous for the Soldiers.

"""" “The smallest breakdown in security, like not scanning your
sector thoroughly is really all it takes to get someone hurt,” Welch
said.

Living at PB Uvanni can also be trying on the Soldiers’ pa-
tience.

“We’ve definitely forfeited a lot of comforts of life to be out
here,” Welch said. “It really makes you appreciate the smallest
A M2 Bradley Fighting Vehicle assigned to 3rd Battalion, 69th  things, like constant running water, hot meals everyday or even just
Armor Regiment, races down a street in Samarra Aug. 27. being able to look out of the window.” I
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Iraqi army gives patients ...

A place to lay their head

Story, photos
by Maj. Chris Belcher
22nd Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

FORWARD OPERATING BASE
PALIWODA, Balad, Iraq — A good
night’s sleep is important for good
health, it’s even more important when
you’re a patient in a hospital.

Soldiers from 3rd Battalion, 1st
Brigade, 4th Division, helped the pa-
tients of Balad General Hospital get
their rest by delivering almost 100
beds from Forward Operating Base
Paliwoda, Aug. 28.

The Iraqi soldiers had some help
from Coalition Fotrces but this mis-

sion was about Iraqis taking care of
Iraqis.

Captain Lana Wormstadt, team
leader, Team 24, Company B, 445th
Civil Affairs Battalion, attached to
5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry, acquired
the beds, coordinated transportation
and worked with the 5-7 Military
Transition Team to have the Iraqi army deliver the beds to the hospital.

5>

“The emphasis is on the Iraqi army doing this mission,” said Worm-
stadt.

First Lt. Jassim Hassan Katham, battalion maintenance officer, took
charge of his men after a quick discussion with Wormstadt. They loaded a
cargo truck provided by 5-7 Cavalry with the first set of beds.

Workers from the Balad General Hospital helped the Iraqi soldiers un-
load the beds after the convoy arrived on the hospital grounds.

The beds will increase the ability of the hospital to help people in the
local area by increasing its patient treatment capacity.

“Our hospital was built in 1972 and started with 100 beds,” said Dr.
Qasim-Hatam AlKaisy, director of Balad General Hospital. “In 2000 it was
increased to 147 beds.”

AlKaisy said because the hospital serves more than 200,000 people in
Balad and the surrounding area there are more patients than beds.

“Sometimes they have to lay on the floor,” he said.

The beds the Iraqi soldiers delivered will go in the hospital and its new
emergency room, opened the same day the beds were delivered.

AlKaisy cut the ribbon at the door to the new building in a small cer-
emony attended by the Balad mayor, the city council, Iraqi soldiers and
Coalition Forces. He then proudly walked everybody through, showing
them the new facility.

The hospital’s emergency room was modeled from a typical small Amer-
ican hospital’s emergency room. It will provide services such as x-ray and
trauma surgery to Balad and the local area assisting up to 1,000 people a
day.

This mission is just another way the Iraqi Security Forces are helping to
make Iraq a better place to work, live and get healthy.

3rd Battalion, 1st Brigade, 4th Division soldiers load beds onto an Iraqi army cargo truck on
Forward Operating Base Paliwoda Aug. 31 for delivery to the Balad General Hospital.

Iraqi soldiers load beds into a cargo truck for delivery
to Balad General Hospital. The beds will increase the
ability of the hospital to care for patients.

An Iraqi worker prepares a tile to be cut prior to
installation in the expectant mother’s ward being built
for Balad General Hospital in Balad, Iraq.
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Learning one prisoner at a time
Iragis slowly take detaimee operations lead

Story, photos by Maj. Chris Belcher
22nd Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

ORWARD OPERATING BASE
PALIWODA, BALAD, Irag—As

the Iragi army takes the lead in

combat operations it is learning to take the
lead in other areas as well.

Captain Fadil Abid Al-Meer, intel-
ligence officer, 3rd Battalion, 1st Bri-
gade, 4th Division, is learning to pro-
cess the detainees his fellow soldiers
capture on their raids.

“I’ve been trained how to handle
detainees,” said Al-Meer. “When the
(Iraqi soldiers) bring the detainees
here, we have to take a statement.”

Third Battalion’s intelligence sec-
tion will take statements from soldiers
involved in the capture and any eyewit-
nesses. They are required to have three
statements on each detainee for further
processing.

The Iraqi army does more than take
statements for the detainees, soldiers
also check on their health by providing
medical attention if needed.

“We ask about (the detainees) health,”

Sergeant Ist Class Benjamin Perez,
platoon sergeant, Troop B, 5th Battalion,
7th Cavalry, escorts a detainee.

Al-Meer said. “If he’s sick we send him
to the Balad Hospital.”

The Iraqis will complete the processing
for the detainee once all health issues have
been resolved.

They will question the detainee and de-
termine if further processing is required.

“If we find out he is wanted for some-

An Iraqi soldier from 3rd Battalion, 4th
Division, talks to a detainee captured
during an early morning raid. The Iraqi
army conducted the raid and initial
detainee processing with assistance from
5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry, Task Force
Liberty, Aug. 27 near Balad, Iraq.

A 3rd Battalion, 1st Brigade, 4th Division soldier questions a detainee captured during an
Aug. 27 raid near Forward Operating Base Paliwoda, Balad, Iraq.

thing we will transfer him to the Marshall
Hall and the justice will take care of it,” said
Col. Shuja’a Hasaeen, commander, 3rd Bn.
“If we find out he’s not guilty we’ll release
him.”

aptain Seivirak Inson, intelli-
‘ gence officer, Military Transition

Team, 5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry
Regiment, Task Force Liberty, coaches
and mentors the 3rd battalion’s soldiers
on detainee handling and intelligence
operations.

The transition team’s job is to train and
mentor the Iraqis until they are capable of
conducting all operations with no coalition
assistance.

Inson said the Iraqis have the desire to
learn.

“We are slowly transitioning to the
point where we turn everything over to
them,” he added.

When that day comes, the Iraqi army
will be ready to serve the people and bring
stability to their country thanks to the hard
work of Iraq’s security forces and the Sol-
diers who trained them. V7d
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No Zamboni needed

Division artillery Soldiers play hockey without ice

Story, photos by Sgt. Jennifer J. Eidson
22nd Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

ORWARD OPERATING BASE SUMMER-
FALL, Bayji, Iraq — They don’t have an ice rink

or skates of any sorts, but Soldiers at Forward
Operating Base Summerall, Bayji, Iraq, are swinging
new hockey sticks and slapping a red ball into regula-
tion nets due to the efforts of some of their hometown
hockey heroes.

Hockey has become a getaway for Soldiers at FOB
Summerall and with the large amount of equipment
being sent to them from the National Hockey League
and various hockey organizations, the game will be
able to continue for Soldiers in future deployments
to Iraq.

After a long day of conducting combat patrols or
pulling guard duty, Sgt. 1st Class Andrew Fay, pet-
sonal security officer for the 42nd Infantry Division
Artillery commander, and native of Roxbury, Mass.,
said it is nice for Soldiers to have an outlet and place
to relax.

Staff Sgt. Thomas Abreu, (right) a New Bedford, Mass., native with
Headquarters, Headquarters Battery, 42nd Infantry Division Artillery,
fights off Maj. Patrick Keefe, (left) while trying to sink the street hockey
ball into his opponent’s net at a hockey tournament at Forward Operating
Base Summerall, Iraq.

“It’s made a lot of people happy,” Fay said. “This is one of our things that we do when we have some down time; it’s one of

the few things we have.”

Fay said the game provides the Soldiers with a
piece of home that they have all grown up with.

“It makes you feel like you are at home,” Fay said.
“Everybody who plays here is basically from the New
England states, there are a few people from New
York, Massachusetts, a few are from Pennsylvania so
we all play hockey in one form or another, and here
we are getting back to home.”

veryone really enjoys playing and there

E are a few Soldiers who play each other a

few times a week said Sgt. Thomas Lynch,

a legal noncommissioned officer with the 42nd
DIVARTY, Task Force Liberty.

“Everyone who comes has a blast,” Lynch said.
“A lot of times the guys come on Tuesday and Thurs-
day, but the equipment is always available and all the
guys appreciate it.”

Fay said the equipment donated by the hockey
organizations and shipped to them courtesy of UPS
included nets, balls, sticks, gloves, helmets and other
miscellaneous items that easily total up to more than

Goaltender, Spc. Jason Pierucci, communications specialist for Headquarters,  $10,000, and is being put to good use.

Headquarters Battery, 42nd Infantry Division Artillery, stops the street hockey “Look at everyone,” Fay said. “Everyone is laugh-
ball before it enters his team’s net during a hockey tournament at Forward ing, playing, having a real good time, there is no out
Operating Base Summerall, Iraq. Pierucci is a native of Randolph, Mass.  there right now, only right here.”
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Souvenir hunters beware. ..

You can’t bring them all home

By Maj. Patrick Chaisson
HQ 42d Infantry Division

So you’re a Soldier in Task Force
Liberty about to depart the
combat zone. Your tour is over

and you want a souvenir of your
time here. But what is an appro-
priate memento from Operation
Iragi Freedom?

I can help.

Part of my job is to brief the
troops on what they can and
cannot bring back from South-
west Asia. I’d like to share these
hints with you now.

Your choice of keepsake
must be tasteful, safe and legal.
A military customs inspector
at your redeployment camp de-
termines what is safe and legal;
your spouse back home has the
final say on taste.

While shopping for sou-
venirs, it helps to remember
“WNWW.S.”  That stands for
“What Would Wifey Say” (mat-
ried female Soldiers should sub-
stitute the word “Hubby” here).

That life-sized brass camel
statue which looked so attractive
in the bazaar will get through
Customs but might not pass in-
spection with “Household Six.”
If you can imagine your spouse
exclaiming “there’s no way youre bringing
that thing into my house”, then you might
want to reconsider your selection.

There are some trophies you just can-
not take back home. While these banned
items may seem obvious to anybody blessed
with common sense, sadly not everyone is
That’s why
our friendly customs inspectors search your

blessed with common sense.

stuff before you get to go home.

Here is a partial list of contraband that
may not be brought back from overseas, and
why:

Sand. There exists a critical shortage of
sand in Southwest Asia. Not even one grain
can be spared. Besides, there is a real threat
that the spirit of an ancient warrior king re-
sides in the sand, ready to rise up in ven-
geance against anyone who dares disturb
his centuries-old sleep. Didn’t The Mummy

NOW SIIIIWIHG IN YOUR THEATER!!
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Illustration by Staff Sgt. Timothy Lawn/Special to the Rainbow Reveille

teach you anything?

Weapons.
an excellent, even necessary thing to have
Not so much back
home. While the neighbors might be im-

A select-fire assault rifle is
in the combat zone.

pressed with your new AK-47 rifle, local
law enforcement authorities will likely be
even more impressed and want to talk to
you about how you got it — through a bull-
horn.

Of all
things that can be used as a paperweight,

Ammunition and explosives.

the hand grenade is a poor choice. It rolls
all over your desk, and can detonate on very
little (3-5 seconds, to be exact) notice. Our
bomb-sniffing dogs will remind you of this
explosive fact at the customs inspection.
Tanks.
tion contains depleted uranium, a radioac-

Modern tank-killing ammuni-

tive substance that lingers inside the ve-

hicle for years afterwards.
A T-72 tank on your front
lawn  would complement
any home’s decor, but the
harm

radioactivity —might

any neighborhood kids who
play on it. Shipping home
a 49-ton piece of wrecked
Iragi armor would require
a second mortgage anyway,
so leave the tanks where you
found them.

UXO. The term “dud”
is commonly used to identify
both unexploded ordnance
and any idiot who plays
around with this stuff. Just
because it hasn’t gone off
doesn’t mean it won’t go off.
Keep your hands to yourself
and keep your hands.

Cubans. Anything that
tastes this good has to be
either illegal or bad for you.

Cuban cigars are both. En-
joy your Havanas here; at
Customs you’ll encounter a
squadron of talking parrots
specially trained to sniff out
Communist tobacco.

Pets. The list of pro-
hibited pets includes grass-
hoppers, lizards and camel
spiders. Admit it, the whole
time you were deployed all you thought
about was home. Iraqis their home. If you
bring a pet back to the States, that animal
will spend the rest of its life missing home.
Is that what you want?

Other hazardous materials. In this cate-
gory are scorpions, snakes and other things
that make you go “ouch.” Whether dead or
alive, squished, stuffed or encased in plas-
tic, there’s no earthly reason why you need
a sand viper. It would make a neat April
Fools Day prank, though....

Hopefully these hints will help the rede-
ploying servicemember find that souvenir
that is both safe and appropriate, tasteful yet
still able to pass a customs search. Selecting
the right memento of your service will lead
to years of pleasant memories, something
to be remembered long after the sand flea
bites heal. V3
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Staff Sgt. Todd Olson
Ist Bn. 128th Inf. Reg.
Samarra, Iraq
Dec. 27

Sgt. 1st Class Mark C. Warren
3rd Bn., 116th Armor
FOB Warrior, Iraq
Jan. 31

Staff Sgt. Steven Bayow
2nd Bn., 7th Inf. Regt.
Bayyji, Iraq
Feb. 4

Sgt. Daniel Torres
2nd Bn., 7th Inf. Regt.
Bayyji, Iraq
Feb. 4

Sgt. Rene Knox Jr.
5th Bn., 7th Cav. Regt.
Balad, Iraq
Feb. 13

Sgt. Chad Lake
5th Bn., 7th Cav. Regt.
Balad, Iraq
Feb. 13

Spc. Dakotah Gooding
5th Bn., 7th Cav.
Balad, Iraq
Feb. 13

Pfc. David J. Brangman
3rd Bn., 69th Armor
Patrol Base Uvanni, Iraq
Feb. 13

Sgt. Ist Class David Salie
2nd Bn., 69th Armor
Baqubah, Iraq
Feb. 14

Spc. Justin B. Carter
Ist Bn., 15th Inf. Regt.
FOB McKenzie, Iraq
Feb. 16

Spc. Jacob Palmatier

1st Bn., 15th Inf. Regt.
Samarra, Iraq
Aug. 31

Spc. Adriana Salem
3rd Forward Support Bn.
FOB Remagen, Iraq
March 4

Sgt. Paul W. Thomason I11
2nd Sqd., 278th Cav.
Kirkuk, Iraq
March 20

Sgt. 1st Class Robbie D. McNary
Ist Bn., 163rd Armor
Hawijah, Iraq
March 31

Sgt. Ist Class Stephen C. Kennedy
Ist Sqd., 278th Cav.
Balad Ruz, Iraq
April 4

Staff Sgt. Kevin D. Davis
Troop G, 82nd Cav.
Hawijah, Iraq
April 8

Spc. Aleina Ramirez-Gonzalez
3rd BTB, Ist BCT
Tikrit, Iraq
April 15

Pfc. Steven E. Sirko
Ist Bn., 30th Inf. Regt.
Mugdadiyah, Iraq
April 17

Spc. David L. Rice
st Battery, 5th FA
Mugdadiyah, Iraq

April 26

Sgt. Timothy C. Kiser
116th Engineers
Hawija, Iraq
April 28

Sgt. Gary A. Eckert Jr.
983rd En.
Samarra, Iraq
May 8

Spc. Steven R. Givens

Ist Bn., 30th Inf. Regt. Ist Bn. 15th Inf. Regt.
Qaryat, Iraq Samarra, Iraq
FeE Sgt. Monta S. Ruth Bué

The Soldiers servin
part of the Task

Sgt. Andrew R. Jodon
3rd Bn., 69th Armor
Samarra, Iraq
May 12

Pfc. Travis W. Anderson
2nd Bn., 7th Inf., Regt.
Bayyji, Iraq
May 13

Pfc. Wesley R. Riggs
2nd Bn., 7th Inf. Regt.
Tikrit, Iraq
May 17

Sgt. Carl J. Morgain
Ist Bn., 112th Inf. Regt.
Kadasia, Iraq
May 22

Sgt. John B. Ogburn 111
3rd Bn., 116th Armor
Kirkuk, Iraq
May 22

Sgt. Alfred B. Siler
278th RSS, 278th RCT
Tuz, Iraq
May 25

CW4 Matthew S. Lourey
Ist Bn., 17th Cavy.
Buhriz, Iraq
May 27

CW?2 Joshua M. Scott
Ist Bn., 17th Cavy.
Buhriz, Iraq
May 27

Sgt. Ist Class Virgil R. Case
145 Support Bn., 116th Armor
Kirkuk, Iraq
June 1

Cpl. Randall D. Preusse
Co. A, 386th Eng. Bn
Davilla, Texas
June 5

Spc. Carrie L. French
145th Support Bn., 116th Armor
Kirkuk, Iraq

Sgt. Matthew C. Bohling ~ '""¢>
2nd Bn., 69th Armor
Ar Ramadi, Iraq
Sept. 5
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g in the Multinational Division North Central, Iraq are an important
Force Liberty team. We will always remember our fallen heroes.

Capt. Philip T. Esposito
HHC, 42nd Inf. Div.
Tikrit, Iraq
June 8

Ist Lt. Louis E. Allen
HHC, 42nd Inf. Div.
Tikrit, Iraq
June 8

Ist Lt. Michael J. Fasnacht
1st Bn., 15th Inf. Regt.
Ad Dwar, Iraq
June 8

Staff Sgt. Mark O. Edwards
2nd Sqd., 278th Cav.
Tuz, Iraq
June 9

Ist Lt. Noah Harris
2nd Bn., 69th Armor
Bubhritz, Iraq
June 18

Cpl. William A. Long
2nd Bn., 69th Armor
Buhritz, Iraq
June 18

Spc. Charles A. Kaufman
Ist Bn., 128th Inf. Regt.
Baghdad, Iraq
June 26

Spc. Robert E. Hall
467th Eng., I1st BCT
Ad Dujayl, Iraq
June 28

Sgt. Manny Hornedo
50th MSB, DISCOM
Tikrit, Iraq
June 28

Spc. Christopher W. Dickison
2nd Bn, 34th Armor
Baqubah, Iraq
July 5

Sgt. Ist Class Ronald T. Wood
1st Battery, 148th FA
Rashad, Iraq

Staff Sgt. Frank Tiai
100th Bn., 442nd Inf.
Balad, Iraq
July 17

Sgt. Christopher J. Taylor
1st Battery, 41st FA
Balad, Iraq
July 24

Spc. Adam J. Harting
3rd Bn., 69th Armor
Samarra, Iraq
July 25

Spc. Edward L. Myers
3rd Bn., 69th Armor
Samarra, Iraq
July 27

Pfc. Jason D. Scheuerman
Ist Bn., 30th Inf. Regt.
Mugdadiyah, Iraq
July 30

Sgt. Brahim J. Jeffcoat
Ist Bn., 111th Inf. Regt.
Balad, Iraq
August 6

Spc. Kurt E. Krout
1st Bn., 111th Inf. Regt.
Balad, Iraq
August 6

Pfc. Nathaniel E. Detample
Ist Bn., 111th Inf. Regt.
Bayji, Iraq
August 9

Spc. John Kulick
Ist Bn., 111th Inf. Regt.
Bayji, Iraq
August 9

Spc. Gennaro Pellegrini Jr.
Ist Bn., 111th Inf. Regt.
Bayji, Iraq
August 9

Sgt. Francis J. Straub Jr.
Ist Bn., 111th Inf. Regt.
Bayji, Iraq

Ist Lt. David L. Giaimo
2nd Bn., 7th Inf. Regt.
Tikrit, Iraq
August 12

Staff Sgt. Asbury F. Hawn I1
3rd Sqd., 278th Cav.
Tuz, Iraq
August 14

Spc. Gary L. Reese Jr.
3rd Sqd., 278th Cav.
Tuz, Iraq
August 14

Sgt. Shannon D. Taylor
3rd Sqd., 278th Cav.
Tuz, Iraq
August 14

Spc. Ray Fuhrmann I1
3rd Bn., 69th Armor
Samarra, Iraq
August 18

Pfc. Timothy Seamans
3rd Bn., 69th Armor
Samarra, Iraq
August 18

Staff Sgt. Jeremy Doyle
3rd Bn., 69th Armor
Samarra, Iraq
August 18

Spc. Nathan Bouchard
3rd Bn., 69th Armor
Samarra, Iraq
August 18

Staff Sgt. Victoir P. Lieurance
3rd Sqd., 278th Cav.
Samarra, Iraq
August 22

Sgt. Joseph D. Hunt
3rd Sqd., 278th Cav.
Samarra, Iraq
August 22

Ist Lt. Carlos J. Diaz
2nd Bn., 69th Armor
Bagqubah, Iraq

July 16 Got Dale M. Hardiman """’ Sgt. Kurtis D. K. Arcala 48"s' 23
2nd Bn., 7th Inf. Regt.

Co. C, 876th Eng. Bn.

Central City, Pa.

Sept. 10

Tikrit, Iraq
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